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APPENDIX D – EXAMPLES OF EXTRAPOLATING FIELD DATA TO ADJACENT 
MAPPING 
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In the following example, three field reference data points (W84HT003, W84HT003_OP, 
W84HT004) collected on a terrace of the Middle Fork Chulitna River (MP 586) assisted in map 
revisions in the immediate area. Initially mapped conservatively as an assemblage of forested 
and scrub-shrub riverine wetland communities, field data established photographic signatures 
and landscape positions associated with wetlands and non-wetlands on the terrace. Notated field 
maps and field notes informed the mapper’s understanding of the landscape and vegetation 
classifications of the areas surrounding the field reference data points and calibrated the 
mapper’s eyes to these photo signatures in context with LiDAR contour data. The two map views 
(below) are followed by field site photos of the area (Figures D-3 to D-7). 
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Figure D-1. Initial Project Mapping near Mile Post 586 of the Rev B Study Area Corridor 
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Figure D-2. Post Field Updated Mapping near Mile Post 586 of the Rev B Study Area Corridor 
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Figure D-3. W84HT003 Vegetation - Upland, White Spruce-Cottonwood Forest (I C 2) 

 
Photo by Jennifer Anderson 

Figure D-4. W84HT003 WDF Soil Pit – Well Drained Gravelly Alluvium 
 

 
Photo by Jennifer Anderson 
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Figure D-5. W84HT003_OP – PUB/USF Pond on a Low River Terrace 

 
Photo by Jennifer Anderson 

Figure D-6. W84HT004 – PSS1/EM1Cb Tall Open Willow/ Emergent Herbaceous 

 
Photo by Jennifer Anderson 
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Figure D-7. W84HT004 – Soil Plug - A14 Alaska Redox 

 
Photo by Jennifer Anderson 

A second example demonstrating the application of extrapolated field data (MP 220) shows two 
data points (W84AY009, W84AY009_OP) establishing a repeating pattern of subtle concave 
swales supporting hydric soils and wetland hydrology separated by slightly convex landscape 
features (interfluves) hosting non-wetland communities. Previously mapped as a continuous 
wetland, field data established the subtle landscape pattern that mappers were able to 
extrapolate to the surrounding area. A slight but noticeable difference in the size and density of 
white spruce and a coincident shift in tone and texture in the aerial imagery correspond to the 
muted topographical features that differentiate the two soil drainage classes of each swale and 
interfluve in the vicinity of the field data. The two map views (below) are followed by field site 
photos of the area (Figures D-10 to D-13). 

  



 
2015 WETLAND FIELD STUDY REPORT  

USAI-P1-SRZZZ-00-000002-000 
DECEMBER 17, 2015 

REVISION: 0 

  

 
Figure D-8. Initial Project Mapping near Mile Post 220 Rev B Study Area Corridor 
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Figure D-9. Post Field Updated Mapping near Mile Post 220 of the Rev B Study Area Corridor 

 


